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0. L. A. TO HOLD SPECIAL MEETING FOR LEGISLATION 


A special meeting of the Ohio Library Association will be held at the Neil House 
in Columbus, 1 P. M., September 27, to decide what legislation is to be sought in the 
coming legislature. This will be an important meeting because the legislation to be 
recommended by the Joint Legislative Committee represents a striking departure from 
the past methods of seeking legislation. 

At a previous meeting of the Legislative Committee held in January and reported 
in the Bulletin of last February, the committee decided to recommend legislation— 


1. Revising the county district library law so as to make it easier to establish 
such districts and making it more difficult to establish small independent 
libraries. This would help to centralize county service and extend service to all 
residents of the county. 

Legalize over-the-county-line contracts for library service. 

Liberalize residence requirements for board members permitting county resi- 
dents to become members. 

Permit the State Library to establish branch libraries with state aid funds in 
counties unable to provide adequate library facilities. 

To establish the State Library Board as an independent board with power to 
organize itself. 


However, since then there has developed the feeling that perhaps this legislation 
is too piece-meal and that we ought to revise the entire library picture in the state, 
especially library organization and financing, that if we don’t do it, other groups such 
as municipal officers are going to do it for us and are going to do it soon. 

Our difficulty in the past has been not so much in preparing our legislation <¢ 
getting it enacted. Legislators have felt that our legislation has been advocated b 
one or two groups of librarians with some particular benefit to themselves. 

With these points in mind, the committee thought our best move would seem to 
be in getting a legislative commission appointed to study the library situation of the 
state, revise our laws and strengthen our financing. 


is 


y 


There are many logical arguments for and against such a commission which can 
be left for discussion at the Special Meeting. The Joint Committee was of the opinion 
that the advantages of and arguments for a commission far outweighed the disad- 
vantages but the association should be given the opportunity to make the final de- 
cision about it. 

It is necessary that a quorum be present at the meeting. Your presence and your 
consideration of the committee’s recommendation is needed. 

The hotel requests that those planning to stay over make reservations EARLY. 
There will be other meetings in Columbus at that time and it is important to make 
your reservation NOW. 

This meeting is not a part of the annual convention which is scheduled for Janu- 
ary 30-31 and February 1 but is a special meeting called for a special purpose. 
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BUDGETS FOR COUNTY BRANCHES 


By JOSEPHINE BEERY, 


Librarian, Martins Ferry Public Library 


Nestled in the hills of Belmont county, 
are five county library branches and one 
station: the library’s bookmobile, travel- 
ing over these hills, serves in addition 114 
communities and 84 schools. County ser- 


Since its start it has 
Martins 


vice began in 1937. 


been administered by the Ferry 
Library. 

In 1941 the library was faced with the 
service to those 


problem of improving 


small communities in the county which 


were, and still are, actively conscious of 
their own entities, and which at that time 
outside agency assuming 
their 
their main objections 
library 


objected to any 
too much responsibility for local 
projects. Two of 
to being a 
system 
have to consider its community 
a branch of the Martins Ferry Public Li 


part of the county 


were: 1) each community would 
library 
directed by people outside of the 


brary, 
; 


locality: 2) tl 


received for the 3-to-5 years of their ex- 


1e local committees had not 


istence any reports covering the distribu- 
tion of The 


local committees » awareness of the 


funds, or progress made. 
had n 
larger objective—the best library service 
possible for the county. 

To overcome this feeling and to work 
for the betterment of 
each community, through the cooperation 
of the local library committees and the 
administering library, a county system of 


library service to 


library service was set up with the county 
financial report sheet its focal point. 
Instead of separate little libraries in- 
adequately supported by individual appro- 
with small 


priations, down-at-the-heels, 


book collections growing stale on the 
shelves, with untrained people in charge, 
the five county libraries are alive and 


growing and a reflection of the life of 
each community. Each shares in the bene- 
fits of the county system; 
each has its own permanent book collec- 
tion and the use of a constantly rotating 
county collection; each has an assistant, 
trained and supervised by 


cooperative 


professional 


librarians from county headquarters. 
Above all, each has its roots in the com- 
munity and a local committee to direct 


local needs. 

The report sheet gives each 
local library committee a careful analysis 
of expenditures 


financial 


for each community li- 
brary. It shows clearly the distribution 
of funds 


need, 


for library service, according to 
the 
tangible tax returned by each community; 


regardless of amount of in- 
it shows a careful analysis of expenditures 
for each community library; it gives the 
comparative cost of operating each branch, 
and 


< 
] 
I 


the neglect or over-emphasis of one 
ranch; it provides accurate information 
for calculating the bal- 
Each committee 
exactly how much is spent for books 


budget and for 
ancing book purchases. 
knows 
for its particular library, how much for 


a 
supplie 


, ete., how much for local salaries 


and for its share of the county head- 
quarters staff salaries. 

The method used to arrive at these 
figures is as follows: All book orders, 


equipment and supplies are separated into 
main library and county orders, and are 
billed as such by each supply house. When 
the orders are received each branch is 
charged with its share of the order, with 
the exception of the book orders. After 
the received, accessioned, 


books are and 
shelflisted, the cost of each accession is 
taken from the shelflist card before it is 
filed. It is entered in a ledger under the 
branch receiving the book. These figures 
are totaled at the end of the month and 
entered in the proper columns on _ the 
monthly financial report sheet. This sheet 
is separated into three divisions: salaries, 
operations, books. Under each division 
listed the items found in both the 
cash journal and the budget. The monthly 
expenditures for these items are entered 
From this 
reports are made 
for each branch library, to be presented 
at the bimonthly branch local committee 


are 


in the proper branch column. 


report sheet separate 
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mectings. A sample copy of the county 


financial report sheet is attached. 

The bookkeeping involved in making such 
records is considerable, yet the results and 
availability of such figures make the time 
spent a negligible factor. This financial 
record is also an aid to the librarian, not 
only for the reasons given above, but be- 
cause it is tangible and convincing evidence 
which makes it possible to justify requests 
from the 


for increases budget commis- 


sioners and to show the need for such re- 
quests to local committees. It is also 
conclusive evidence of the savings in dol- 
lars and cents to the community through 


centralized bookbuying and_ cataloging 


and through the purchase of supplies and 
equipment in wholesale lots. 

This county financial record, more than 
any other factor, has satisfied the local 


committees. And the availability of all 


library resources in the county to each 
and every agency helped to influence the 
local « 


wide library system with favor. 


mmittees to look upon a county- 


WHAT DO YOU THINK OF 
A. L. A.? 


Recently an unusual amount of con 


structive discussion of A. L. A., in its 
relation to its members, has been taking 


place. Groups in Iowa, in New Jersey, 
had 
HOW 


MEAN? 


in Louisiana, in Missouri have ses- 
sions on the subject. The article: 
MUCH COULD MEMBERS 
(May) and THE PASSIVE ROLE 
(June) in the BULLETIN as well as 
those on Headquarters activities from De- 
cember through June bear on the topic. 
They show an increasing interest in mak- 
ing A. L. A. 


fective and acceptance of membership in 


as an association more ef- 


the Association a responsible step. 

Because of this and earlier discussion 
a special committee has been named known 
as the committee on relations with local 
groups. Marian C. Manley, 34 Commerce 
street, Newark, 2, New Jersey, is chair- 
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man of this group and will welcome sug- 
gestions and recommendations from Ohio 
librarians. 

In evaluating the effectiveness of mem- 
bership in A. L. A. the national organi- 
(1) 


how could a closer tie between the A. L. A. 
and smaller 


zation is considering three questions: 


groups be brought about? 
(2) in what ways might more individuals 
participate actively in the A. L. A.? (3) 
how can members and Headquarters co- 
operate in making A. L. A. membership 
of greater value to the association as a 
whole and to members individually? 
Widespread comment is needed. The 
committee hopes you will tell them what 
satisfactory or 


unsatisfactory features 


have been noticeable in 


past A. L. A. They would 
also like to know what Headquarters de- 


connection with 


conferences. 


partments you have used—administrative, 
department of information and advisory 
services, department of library education 
and personnel, department of publishing 
and cooperative services, department of 


membership organization and information. 


Inasmuch as recommendations from the 
membership will be a basis for action the 
committee on relations with local groups 
is anxious for you to be vocal about this. 
All replies should be sent to Miss Manley 
at the address noted above. 


PASS THE AMMUNITION 


If you have not already paid your 
1944 O. L. A. dues please do so at once. 
We are making a special effort this year 
to obtain new members and to bring in 
as many renewals as possible. A special 
drive is also being made with delinquent 
members. According to the constitution 
those who have not paid dues since 1941 
are delinquent. If you are employed in 
a large library your dollar should be given 
to your membership chairman. Otherwise 
mail your dues to Frances G. Nunmaker, 
Ohio State Library, Columbus, 15, Ohio. 
Your dollar IS needed! 
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THE 1945 CONVENTION 


Plans are already under way for the 
annual convention of the Ohio Library 
Association to be held in Columbus Jan- 
uary 30, 31 and February 1, 1945. The 
Neil House will be convention head- 
quarters. 

Program chairman and committee work- 
ers are busy with program details. As is 
customary certain special groups will have 
sessions in connection with the conven- 
tion. These are—the Ohio chapter of 
the Special Libraries Association, college 
and university librarians, workers with 
children and young people and the Ohio 
Library Trustees Association. 

Earl N. Manchester, librarian of the 
Ohio State University library, is local 
chairman of the meeting but any questions 
or suggestions about the meeting should 
be sent to Miss Edna G. Moore, Elyria 
public library. 

The 1945 meeting should be one of the 
best ones in the history of the Association 
and we are urging your 
PLAN NOW TO ATTEND! 


attendance. 


BOOK WEEK 
300k Week will be celebrated every- 
where November 12-18. This year’s slo- 
gan is “United Through Books.” We 
know that all Ohio librarians will take an 
active part in this national and interna- 
tional celebration. 


Ohio Library Association 
News Bulletin 
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. YOUTH CENTER GUIDE 


The Ohio State Library is still receiving 
requests for information about youth cen- 
ters. Those interested in this subject will 
be interested in the brochure, YOUTH 
CENTER GUIDE, a manual of sug- 
gestions on the establishment of youth 
centers. This pamphlet may be obtained 
free by writing to: The Committee on 
Youth in Wartime, Ohio State Council of 
Defense, 101 N. High street, Columbus, 15, 
Ohio. 


NO DECISION 


No decision has been reached on the 
appeal of the Cuyahoga county munici- 
palities against the amount allocated by 
the county budget commission to libraries 
in the county. The municipalities are 
claiming that public libraries cannot use 
intangibles tax money to provide library 
service to schools and that the libraries’ 
budgets be reduced to that extent, mak- 
ing more money available for the cities. 
The State 


pected to issue a decision shortly. 


3oard of Tax Appeals is ex- 


A decision favorable to municipalities 
would that 
giving service to schools would have to 
discontinue 


mean many public libraries 


doing so unless the schools 


paid for such service. 
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